
 
65th ANNUAL UNDERGRADUATE 

RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 

The Student Activities Committee of the 
New York Section of the American Chemical Society 
Saturday, May 6th, 2017 at Fordham University  

8:00 am – 3:00 pm (breakfast, luncheon and award reception included) 
Sign up as an attendee at http://www.newyorkacs.org/meetings/urs/urs.php 

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Jin Kim Montclare  
NYU Tandon School of Engineering 

Jin Kim Montclare is an Associate Professor in the Department of Chemical and 

Biomolecular Engineering (CBE) at NYU Tandon School of Engineering (NYU SoE), 

who is performing groundbreaking research in engineering proteins to mimic nature and, 

in some cases, work better than nature. Prior to joining NYU SoE, Jin was an NIH 

postdoctoral fellow at the California Institute of Technology in the Division of 

Chemistry and Chemical Engineering in the Tirrell lab. She received a Bachelor of 

Science in Chemistry from Fordham University as a Goldwater and Clare Boothe Luce 

undergraduate fellow, a PhD in Bioorganic Chemistry from Yale University as an NSF 

and Pfizer predoctoral fellow. In 2015 began serving as Graduate Studies Director for 

CBE and Associate Director for Technology Advancement for the NYU Materials 

Research Science and Engineering Center, while leading the multidisciplinary Center 

for Innovation and Entrepreneurship at NYU SoE. Among her many honors and awards 

are the 2016 ACS WCC Rising Star Award, 2015 Agnes Faye Morgan Research Award 

from Iota Sigma Pi, 2014 Executive Leadership in Academic Technology and 

Engineering Fellowship, and 2014 Distinguished Award for Excellence, Dedication to 

Invention, Innovation and Entrepreneurship.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Keynote Address 

Intelligent Self-Assembling Biomaterials 

Through centuries of evolution, nature has developed biopolymers capable of folding and assembling into discrete 

structures with a functional consequence. Inspired by this, our lab focuses on engineering “intelligent” protein materials 

with entirely new properties and function.  In particular, our lab has fabricated protein-derived nanomaterials: helix-elastin 

block polymers and coiled-coil fibers.  We investigate the fundamental self-assembly and molecular recognition 

capabilities of these systems.  More importantly, we are able to harness these structure as well as others to interface with 

small molecule therapeutics, genes, cells and inorganic metals.  Central to this work is the integration of stimuli-responsive 

domains through rational design. 

 
SIGNFICANT DATES FOR 65th URS 

Deadline for Abstract Submission - March 20, 2017 Abstract acceptance notification – April 3, 2017 
Deadline for Symposium Advanced Registration – April 21, 2017 

 

2017 Co-chair 
Dr. Paul Sideris 

Queensborough CC - CUNY 
psideris@qcc.cuny.edu 

2017 Co-chair 
Dr. Ipsita Banerjee 

Fordham University 
banerjee@fordham.edu 

2017 Co-chair 
Dr. Naphtali O’Connor 

Lehman College - CUNY 
naphtali.oconnor@lehman.cuny.edu  

2017 Co-chair 
Dr. Meredith Foley 

New Jersey City University 
mfoley@njcu.edu 

FREE Registration for student members of the National ACS, faculty mentors who register in advance and sponsors.  For non-ACS members and guests, 
the registration is $35 in advance. All on-site registration is $45 for faculty, staff and guests. Checks for the registration fee should be made out to: 

"NY ACS URS" and sent to:  Prof. Paul Sideris, Queensborough Community College, Department of Chemistry, Science Building S-445, 222-05 
56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364. 

http://www.newyorkacs.org/meetings/urs/urs.php

